Introduction
The geographic location of Indonesia between the Pacific and Indian Oceans makes some of its waters the most important sea lanes of communication in the world. The Straits of Malacca and Singapore ('the Straits') are a narrow 900-km stretch of water with its widest point at 350 kilometers and its narrowest point at less than three kilometers. The Straits comprise two of the world's chokepoints, with the daily transit of around 200 ships per day.1 According to the International Maritime Organization (IMO), at least 50,000 ships transit the Straits each year, transporting oil to China and Japan (80 percent of Japan's and China's oil imports respectively) and about 30 percent of world shipping trade. In fact, the Straits are a route for the transport of onethird of the world's crude oil. Thus, the Straits constitute the second busiest shipping lane in the world and have significant strategic value.2 However, the strategic importance of the Straits as a sea lane of communication brings with it a number of problems. These challenges are not only related to the problems of navigational safety and maritime security, but also to marine environmental protection.3
This article is particularly concerned with issues regarding navigational safety in the Straits that have led to increased cooperation among the three littoral States -Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore -on measures to enhance In recent years, navigational safety issues in Indonesian national waters of the Straits have become a major challenge. These issues include the effectiveness of legal and institutional frameworks, technological capability, and undelimited maritime boundaries with neighboring countries. Maritime navigation incidents have raised questions regarding the effectiveness of existing legal
